Bulk tank milk analysis: factors associated with appearance of Mycoplasma sp. in milk.
Factors associated with the presence of Mycoplasma sp. in bulk tank milk samples were evaluated from 664 herds during 2.25 years. Milk quality components were not strongly related to the presence of Mycoplasma sp. in bulk tank milk. The presence of other contagious mastitis pathogens, Staphylococcus aureus and Streptococcus agalactiae, was also not related to the presence of mycoplasma, suggesting that the aetiology and transmission of mycoplasma mastitis were different from transmission of other contagious mastitis pathogens. The occurrence of the first isolation of mycoplasma from a bulk tank was not correlated to season of the year. Mycoplasma in bulk tank milk samples were more likely to be found in herds shipping more milk, an indirect measure of herd size. This suggests that larger herds are more likely to have mycoplasma mastitis. However, the first appearance of mycoplasma mastitis in a bulk tank sample was followed by a sample without this pathogen in more than 60% of herds. Mycoplasma sp. was not detected in any herd a year after first isolation. These findings suggest that this pathogen could be controlled and eliminated from herds.